
Chairman’s Corner April 2016 

This month we are back at the Apollo for lunch, and the eagle-eyed among you noted April 22nd 

is actually the 4th Friday for a change. This is because our speaker is in much demand and could only 

attend on the 22nd. The board decided this was a small price to pay . Jane Choy is a fine arts expert 

and past president of the Den Haag Fine Arts Society, and will inform us about the renovation of the 

Mauritshuis, and its collection. The refurbished museum was opened at the end of 2015, and is 

displaying more pieces now that it has space to do that. I hope you will enjoy the talk, and if there is 

sufficient interest we might arrange a CADS tour later in the year. 

The tragic and shameful events in Paris and Brussels have been on my mind recently. The 

actions of a few selfish, bigoted murderers have brought so much pain and suffering to so many. The 

press and politicians call them terrorists, but they do not terrorise me. They make me apprehensive for 

friends and family and very angry that they dare to steal lives so indiscriminately; worse, that they 

pretend to do so in the name of God, the same God that I worship in my prayers and in church.  

I find it hard to forgive them for these actions, but whilst we must find them and stop them, we 

also need to build bridges of understanding to prevent it happening again with other young people. 

That can only happen through dialogue, and the presence in our country of Syrian, Iraqi and Ethiopian 

refugees is a great opportunity to do so.  

Whilst driving a car load of refugee men out to dinner recently, one of them told me he did not 

want to be here, but he was so glad that we had welcomed him and his family after they had been 

bombed out of their home by their government, and terrorised by the local Daesh militia. He looks 

forward to the day when he can return home to help rebuild. It is the first time he has been outside 

Syria, and he is amazed by the love that has been shown him, his family and his friends by strangers. 

He told me they will always carry in their hearts the love they have seen in us, and he hopes that 

through this time in our midst, we might also perceive the love for us that has grown in them. I look 

forward to sharing further opportunities with such people in the coming months. 

As a memorial for the Brussels atrocities, the CADS board have decided to support Bart 

Feenstra, a Dutchman residing in Brussels who works in banking. Bart plans to hold a youth camp in 

Benelux this summer where Israeli and Palestinian youth can meet and build relationships. We have 

donated 1,000 Euros towards the camp, and would encourage you to look at https://www.tabitha-

belgium.org/. They still need to raise another 15,000 Euros in order to make the camp happen this 

year. If you have 30 minutes to spare, please watch the TV documentary about the first camp run by 

the organisation. You can find it at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=czfaLrToOgY. If you are as 

impressed as I was, please consider donating towards it, and share their appeal amongst your business 

and social networks.   

   I look forward to seeing you next Friday the 22nd!  

p.s. Don’t forget to sign the petition for UK voter enfranchisement at 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/112142/   
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY! 

 

Friday 20th May at 1730 at Christie’s Amsterdam 

CADS members are invited to Christie’s Amsterdam for a champagne reception and tour of the 

19th century fine art collection to be auctioned the following week. After that we will walk down the 

road for dinner. This will be our May meeting, and partners are cordially encouraged to attend. The 

reception and tour of Christie’s costs 25 Euros per head. Dinner is optional afterwards. 

 

Weekend of October 8th and 9th 

Our British consul John Cameron Webb will lead a group to the battlefields around Arras – a place 

which saw significant action in both world wars. Details not fixed yet, but please email me if you want 

to come. We will probably depart late Friday or early Saturday and return Sunday pm.     

 

CADS is on the hunt for a few new members, so bring a friend or colleague along as your 

guest if they are potential CADS material!!! 

 


