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This month is the CADS annual outing to 

the VRA in the Amsterdamsebos. Follow 

the road to its end, park up in the huge 

and empty car park there, and walk up to 

the pavilion on the track alongside the 

national cricket field. With luck it will be 

warm and sunny, lunch will be served in 

the bar with all the windows open, the 

birds singing, and the occasional crack of 

leather on willow as the Dutch Zamigos practice in the nets pending arrival on the field of their 

English opponents The Crocodiles for their 20/20 international friendly. Replete with food and 

wine, you can choose to return to the office, or retire to the terrace overlooking the field to watch 

and comment on the game accompanied by post-prandial digestifs, and a snooze. 

The Brexit car crash continues to unfold at glacial pace; the 

vehicles continue their unwitting course down the European 

motorway with the British driver firmly clutching the wheel, 

despite her passengers’ entreaties to let go as quickly as 

possible “because the car goes better that way”. The only 

small surprise is that Theresa May has advised “we won’t ask 

to leave this year”. So under her leadership we will have all 

the costs, obligations and duties of being a member, but 

without the benefit of influence.  

In the meantime, the power vacuum created by Brexit is being filled, 

with other members jostling for the best jobs and working out how 

best to enrich themselves in the coming years at the expense of their 

erstwhile British partners. 

Unfortunately I will miss the cricket this year. I’m in the UK for my 

daughter’s wedding, assisting the expansion of employment in the 

hotel and restaurant sector, and promoting French exports of 

champagne! 

Have a great time, and I’ll see you next month. 

  

  


