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Following last month’s intellectually stimulating talk on the subject of Brexit, the summary of 

the feedback from members to the ambassador split neatly into two parts; the first was the 

concerns raised by members about personal and family rights once the UK leaves the EU; 

members feel they are in danger of being abandoned or held hostage to fortune. The second was 

about the commercial challenges and opportunities raised by the new situation. There are both 

short and long term opportunities as the negotiation proceeds, where CADS members are well 

placed to take advantage. There are also threats, where there is constant need for reassurance to 

business partners in the short term, based on little more than political promises. Some key words 

were welcomed here. ‘Maintaining stability’ whilst the negotiations are under way, followed by 

‘reciprocity’, and ‘rolling over’ of current agreements where possible. A desire for ‘no retroactivity’ 

in changes made to current agreements was expressed, together with a need for a rapid 

resolution of future residence rights, to ensure that e.g. personal citizenship decisions can be 

made in good time.  

 This month we will ring the changes at the November 18th Apollo lunch with a thoughtful 

and entertaining speech by Iris Beijer, winner of the 2016 GNE English Speaking Award. Do 

come along and enjoy this opportunity to relax before the rigours of the Advent season! 

Reservation by reply to this email, please. 

Dates for your diary! 

This Saturday 12th November at 1030 at the Nieuwe Oosterbegraafplaats in Amsterdam, 

there will be a remembrance ceremony and wreath laying to commemorate those who died to free 

Europe from Nazi tyranny. CADS will attend officially, and members are cordially invited.  

  The PAiE/NBCC Christmas dinner will be held on Tuesday 29th November at the IGC with 

guest speakers Sir Geoffrey Adams and Liam Lynch. CADS are cordially invited to attend, and 

further details are available from Colin Longhurst at colinandsusan@hetnet.nl. Cost is 65 Euros, 

and CADS can attend at the same rate as PAiE members. 

 The IoD Christmas dinner will be held on Wednesday 7th December at the British 

Ambassador’s Residence in the Hague. It begins at 18.30 with a networking reception, followed by 

dinner. This year’s speakers are James Sproule, Chief Economist and Director of Policy for the 

Institute of Directors, and Jen Gilles Pemberton, Founder & CEO of ANTZ. Please reserve with 

Ilse van der Meijdenberg at  ilse@ukmeetsnl.com. Cost is 95 Euros, and CADS can attend at the 

same rate as IoD members. Reserve by 15th November, please. 

 The BritSoc Christmas Ball will once again take place in the Olof 

Chapel at the Barbizon Palace. CADS has reserved two tables for this 

glittering pinnacle of the Amsterdam social calendar, which starts on 

Saturday December 10th at 1830, and continues on to the wee small 

hours of Sunday morning. Sponsors are being sought, and prizes for 

the raffle and silent auction. See the website for details, and reserve 

your tickets by return email asap, as this event sells out quickly. 

 Have a prosperous month, and look forward to seeing you at the lunch! 
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