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Last month we heard Iris Beijer’s novel address on environmental issues, 

where we learned that this is not a ‘liberal’ issue, or a matter of ‘saving the world’ 

(which can do very well without us), but that it is a battle to save humankind from 

itself, and delay our eventual and inevitable extinction!  

 Now we are in December, and into the busiest social season of the year. Next 

Saturday 10th December is the BritSoc Christmas Ball at the Barbizon Palace, and 

we still have two tickets available for the CADS tables so if you have been umming 

and ahing about it, here is your chance! Drop me an email if you want to come. The 

tickets are 115 Euros each, which includes dinner with wines and drinks included, 

and dancing to the band and DJ until the early hours. The dinner will be prepared by 

Chris Naylor, the Restaurant Vermeer Michelin starred chef. This is the biggest and 

best social event of the expatriate calendar in The Netherlands, celebrating the start 

of the Christmas season and getting you into party mood. See you there!   

 The following week Friday 16th is the infamous Jokathon CADS Christmas 

lunch, where the jokers amongst us will battle it out for the honour of being the 

CADS Joker of the Year. The winner receives the incomparably beautiful CADS 

Jokathon trophy, and gets to keep that for a whole 12 months! An irresistible lure for 

the stand-up comedians in our midst. But beware – the CADS audience is one of the 

toughest in Amsterdam, so be good!  

 After that, it’s all systems go for Christmas and the New Year celebrations. It 

has been an amazing year with the Brexit and US election votes, both of which will 

bring significant work and changes already next year, whilst there is little that we can 

do to affect the rest of 2016. So in the words of Paul Claudel, the French poet and 

diplomat:  

“in that space between crisis and catastrophe, let us drink champagne”!  

     

 

 I wish you a peaceful and restful Christmas, and a healthy, happy and 

prosperous New Year! 

 


