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Last month was the highest attended February lunch for a number of years. Despite the 

cold weather, many of you turned out to hear Sir Brian Unwin rail against the British government’s 

refusal to acknowledge their lack of preparation for Brexit and failure to us as their EU traders. 

This month we have the pleasure of returning to the Industrieele Groot Club; 

our last visit was in April 2015. The Sociëteit De Groote Club Doctrina et 

Amicitia was formed as a reading club in 1788, and merged with the 

Industrieele Club founded at the end of the 19th century to form the IGC, ‘a 

world of its own where members and their guests can relax and enjoy 

themselves. It offers an intimate network of people from the business world and other sections of 

society’. Which sounds much like ‘CADS with a building’! A large number of CADS members are 

also members of the IGC, and three of the tables are led by CADS members.  

Our speaker this month is Bernard Hammelburg, since 2002 the foreign service 

commentator and presenter at BNR, and television producer. He started over forty 

years ago, and has worked for Dutch public service broadcasting as a presenter, 

reporter and war correspondent stationed in China, Vietnam, Iran, the Middle East 

and the United States. He has won several film awards, including a Golden Statue 

for ‘The Sorrow of Enschede’. Bernard regularly appears as a guest on radio and 

TV, and divides his time between his homes in New York and Amsterdam. 

 The confusion about Brexit continues to grow. This week the House of Lords voted down 

the bill giving Theresa May authority to trigger Article 50. It will now return to the Commons to be 

debated again, with the main contention being the rights of EU citizens living in the UK. The 

government has compounded the confusion by publishing a Statutory Instrument which gives it 

power to remove EU citizens from the UK. This Instrument was originally intended to permit 

deportation of ‘undesirables’ to their home countries under the EU treaty. However on close 

reading, it can also be used against a broad range of citizens otherwise protected by EU free 

movement. The government also published an 85-page impenetrably worded document on how 

EU citizens can apply for permanent UK residence. One witness to the House of Lords debate 

provided a 45 kilo pile of documentation built up in her efforts to get clarification of future status as 

she is purchasing a house and sending her children to school in England. 

 This incompetent and expensive (total tax take is now higher than under Labour!) 

government is compounding its mistakes continuously, and new leadership is urgently required. 

Mrs May has to date assiduously avoided being elected as leader, and holds the post by default. 

As pointed out last week, the British electorate did NOT vote for Brexit. Despite all the ridiculous 

lies and promises made to get people to vote ‘Leave’, the majority doing so was less than the 

number of disenfranchsed UK citizens living in the EU, failed by HMG’s refusal to honour its 

election pledge! In this way Her Majesty’s Government denied the vote to the very people 

engaged in creating the trade, jobs and profits with which they are so profligate.  

 Time for Her Majesty to intervene, I believe, given that the probable end result of Brexit will 

be the breakup of the United Kingdom. 

 


