
Chairman’s Corner June 2017 

Yes folks, thank the Lord it’s the boat trip again! 

Last month we returned to the Apollo Hotel to find that the 

refurbishments are delayed by 6 months!!! Despite the scaffolding, the 

absence of a lobby or bar, the difficulties in accommodating us in the 

Harbour Club bar before and after lunch, and the logistics of getting hot 

food to the upper floors and restraining the building noise during our 

lunch, we did manage to have a rather good lunch in their upstairs 

conference room!  Alderman Peter Litjens kindly filled in for Mayor van 

der Laan to reassure us as best he can about the exigencies of Brexit, 

and Hulphond Sue was the undoubted star of the occasion. 

What last month reinforced for me is that nothing remains as you expect. By the time we meet 

on the boat this month, the UK election will have taken place, the results will be known and we will 

certainly have plenty to discuss with each other!!! If you are following the CADS website, you will have 

seen the letters I have written on our behalf to David Davis, and to the voters of Maidenhead (Theresa 

May’s constituency). If not, please read them, and feel free to share them as widely as you wish. 

Regarding the British position as UK citizens in The Netherlands I have a straightforward 

response from the Dutch IND. We remain EU citizens until at least 2019. At any point in that period we 

can apply for permanent residency and/or Dutch citizenship. A Dutch permanent residence permit 

costs 51 Euros, and a multiple person naturalisation request costs 1,091 Euros. Details at: 

https://ind.nl/en/Pages/Costs.aspx. Securing the future of your business may be more expensive! 

This month on the boat trip we are encouraged to bring our partners. We will be saying farewell 

to our ambassador Sir Geoffrey Adams and his wife Lady Mary Emma. Do come along and wish them 

well. Sir Geoffrey is retiring from the Foreign Office, but I am sure we will see him continuing to be 

active on the world stage, particularly in view of his expertise in Farsi and the Middle East in general! 

The menu this year will be similar to last year, as it was so popular. We start with prawn and 

avocado salad, followed by medallions of veal with asparagus, all freshly cooked on board, and finish 

with fruit and chocolate fondue. There is unlimited beer, wine, water and soft drinks, and coffee to 

sober us all up at the end. Total cost is 55 Euros per head.   

 See you at the Apollo on the 16th June! 
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