
October Chairman’s Corner 

Last month we enjoyed an excellent lunch and gin 

tasting at the Hotel School Amsterdam with Tim 

Smith and Hannah Bayliss from the Driftwood 

Distillery. It was great fun, and resulted in a record 

level of new members joining CADS  

 

This month we meet on Friday October 19th at the 

Koninklijke Industrieele Groote Club on Dam 

Square in Amsterdam. The lunch starts at 1200 on 

in the bar (cash only), and we go through for lunch 

at 1230 in the Damzaal. After lunch our speaker is 

Simone Hendriks, winner of the GNE-Nuffic English 

Speaking Competition and I look forward to it. 

 In the UK the party conference season is 

underway. Labour managed to be completely 

unimpressive, leaving the stage clear for the Tories. 

Their conference was addressed by Priti Patel and 

Boris Johnson. The former was fired last year for 

fraud and misrepresentation, and the latter for 

telling lies. Both speakers enjoyed a noisy and 

enthusiastic reception, whilst the party leader was 

received quietly, and press reports of her speech 

focussed on her ability to dance. Her speech was 

interesting for her hypothesis that ‘austerity’ is 

now over and we are enjoying the sunny uplands of 

economic recovery. It missed the truth of the 

matter, which is that after 7 years of political 

incompetence the UK has the lowest growth in the 

EU, the highest taxes, the lowest productivity and 

investment, and the highest levels of government 

debt which continues to increase year on year. It 

has the highest proportion of people locked up in 

prison and the worst prison conditions. It has a 

decaying and underfunded health service with 

100,000 unfilled vacancies, and hospitals making 

unpanned closures due to lack of staff and funds. It 

has record levels of immigration, record numbers 

of homeless and rough sleepers, house building at 

record lows; record numbers of school students 

not in school, the highest number of school 

students per class, a record shortage of teachers, 

the highest costs for university education, and the 

lowest proportion of graduates for a generation. 

This is all BEFORE the UK crashes out of the EU 

losing almost 50% of its trade agreements. Seems 

like Tina has the same bug as the others I 

mentioned earlier. Lie your pants off, do a little 

dance, and you can’t fail. 

Churchill is turning in his grave          

 

p.s. the Civil Service came up with the name Tina:        

it signifies There Is No Alternative. 

Back to the relentless focue on fun and frolics! On 

Saturday December 8th there will once again be a 

glittering Christmas Ball at the Olaf Chapel to kick 

off the seasonal merriment. CADS has secured 

two tables at this event, and we have already sold 

out one table. If you want a seat please email me!  


