
Chairman’s Corner January 2019  

The December Jokathon was an unusual 

one. Held the day before John 

Richardson’s funeral, we varied the rules 

from our usual procedure and started by 

awarding the Trophy posthumously to 

John and cancelling further competition 

for this year. We then continued with 2 

minutes of silence and the toast to absent 

friends. The rest of the lunch was a tribute from all jokesters, with lots of excellent jokes - many 

originating from John - and some of his poetry and stories. A donation of 1,000 Euros has been 

made by CADS to his charitable causes via Rotary International. A large number of CADS 

attended the ceremony the following day at the Nieuwe Oosterbegraafplaats, together with John’s 

family, friends, and the VRA. Included in the ceremony was a recording of John singing his own 

composition Little Yellow Dinghy with his former band      

We wish you all a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year, and look forward to seeing you later 

in January. 

On Friday January 18th we meet at the KIGC for lunch, and will be addressed by 

our UK Ambassador Peter Wilson. Please reserve your places early, as I am sure 

this will be a well-attended event with much to be clarified following the 

Parliamentary vote, regardless of the outcome. You are welcome to invite partners 

and colleagues – we have reserved the large dining room. 

 

The following evening, Saturday January 19th, there are just a few 

tickets left for the annual BritSoc Burns Supper at the Amsterdam 

British School. There we will dine and dance the night away (very 

economically, at 35 Euros per ticket) and discuss Scotland’s 

response to the ‘English problem’ with poems and prose celebrating 

the infamous Robert Burns – Scotland’s answer to Blake and 

Casanova combined in one remarkable man. 

Also belatedly attached to the January email is the receipt from the Royal British Legion for the 

200 Euros you all generously donated at the October lunch. CADS has also donated 1,000 euros 

to the Veteraneninstituut and to the Kuria hospice in Amsterdam. 

And to end, an award-winning piece of English 

language theatre is being performed by the original 

artists at the Koninklijke Schouwburg theatre in The 

Hague from 23rd to 25th January @ 2030 each 

evening. Set against a powerful soundtrack of 

original music, and traditional gospel and blues sung 

live, WOKE describes what happens when two women 50 years apart challenge the American 

justice system, become criminalised through political activism, and ultimately are faced with the 

same choice: stay and fight, or flee? A topical show seen for the first time in the Netherlands. 

 



  

 

 

 


