
Chairman’s Corner April 2019  

Last month’s lunch was without a speaker but instead we held 

our inaugural AGM. This was a first for many of us, but Willem 

Hein Hogerzeil guided us masterfully through the proceedings, 

and the minutes have been circulated to members. 

Congratulations to Nina Berens and John Milhado who join us 

as new members of the CADS board, and thank you to all who 

participated or provided proxies. 

This month’s CADS lunch will be held at the KIGC on Dam Square 

on Friday 26th from 1200 onwards with lunch at 1230. Our guest 

speaker is Tom Mohrman, the CEO of Protifarm. He has a hotel 

full of several billion buffalo beetles and their larvae, producing 

insect protein. There are some amazing numbers associated with 

insect protein production – for example they are several times 

more efficient at converting vegetable material than any other 

animal. Come along and join the lunch, and bring a colleague or 

friend to introduce them to CADS. Our offer of a bottle of wine for 

introducing a member will continue until we reach 100 members, 

so go for it! 

Trade between the UK and The Netherlands continues to be dominated by the 

Brexit discussions. As Tom Friedman puts it in his New York Times Leader article 

– The UK Has Gone Mad – “What we’re seeing is a country that’s determined to 

commit economic suicide but can’t even agree on how to kill itself. It is an epic failure 

of political leadership”. Further on he writes “Both Conservative and Labour 

members of Parliament keep voting down one plan after another, looking for the 

perfect fix, the pain-free exit from the E.U. But there is none, because you can’t fix 

stupid”. https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/02/opinion/brexit-news.html.  

As the rest of the world looks on with expressions ranging from 

horror to contempt, from disbelief to sorrow, the UK is spiralling 

into the type of political chaos more often associated with 

banana republics. After inflicting 10 years of austerity on its 

citizens (but not on itself or its pals), the UK government has 

doubled the national debt from £900bn to £1,800 bn, and is 

taking record taxes - more than £13,500 per adult per year; a 

total of £725bn or 37% of total GDP - from its citizens.  

 As I write, the remaining EU leaders are meeting to try and agree a further extension to the Brexit 

process, but it’s worth noting that in 30 months, the UK has failed to agree the terms of leaving, and 

has not yet started discussions on future trade with the EU. This from a leadership that claims the 

UK will replace the EU by trade agreements with the whole world! At the current rate it will take the 

UK more than seven centuries just to replace the trade agreements lost with the 65 countries that 

have trade agreements with the EU, plus the EU itself! It’s also worth noting that the biggest and 

most positive trade partner of the UK is the USA; to whom the UK exports £115bn and from whom 

it imports just £70bn every year. And guess what; we don’t have a trade agreement! 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/02/opinion/brexit-news.html


In challenging times, it is can be inspiring to turn to works of literature, the great minds that inspire 

us with insights unavailable to our careworn leaders.  

With a shout out to CADS member, Louise Hunter of Rainbow Books, the leading children’s 

bookseller of the Netherlands. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/rainbowcornerbks/about/


  



  



  



  



 

  



  



 


